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On Nov. 14, 23 oil company employees were abducted by Cofanes tribe members in the Alejada area
of the Amazon. The workers were released the following day. According to Cofanes leader Randi
Borman, the tribe historically occupied a large area of the Amazon, which has now been reduced to
only 32,000 ha. Meanwhile, he said, oil exploration and production activities are polluting waterways
and plant life essential for the tribe's survival. Borman said the oil workers were carrying explosives
and firearms, which are prohibited in the area. They were abducted, he added, in order for the tribe
to investigate their "intentions." At the time of the kidnappings, the workers were cutting down
trees, part of a road construction project. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 11/17/91)
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